The fact that, notwithstanding the unprecedented demands on the benevolence of the public, the income of the Fund was more than maintained, indicates, says the report, in an unmistakable manner, the hold which the Fund has on the goodwill of its supporters. The total sum distributed was ?17,008. This there were the local committees, which were formed in the various districts of London; since the abolition of the street collection, these had done splendid work. Sixthly, the convalescent homes, in which, as in every other department, the principle of self help was inculcated; patients, where possible, paid half the cost. He thought it was quite clear that very great discrimination was used by the committees, and the saving to hospitals was enormous, since a great many patients were found not to be so ill as they thought, and thus it was unnecessary to send them to the hospitals, where the out-patients' departments were always crowded. This weeding out was an important and necessary work.
Mr. Richard H. Green, J.P., Mayor of Foplar, then moved the following resolution:?" That this meeting earnestly appeals to employers and employees to co-operate together and with the Hospital Saturday Fund for the further extension of small, regular, weekly contributions in aid of the medical charities of London, and trusts that special efforts will be made in the future for tiie further extension of this system." Mr. Green, who was greeted with applause, said he put forward the motion with very great pleasure, for he was entirely in sympathy with it. Personally, he had always been opposed to the street collection, but the advocacy of local committees was a very different thing, ant) he might say that he stood on that platform as a result of their efforts. Turning to the report, he noticed that out of some 32 local committees, ?1,000 was contributed by only eight. Now, if eight could get together ?1,000, the remaining 21 should have produced ?3,000; he hoped this rule of three sum would be better worked out next year, and that a more equal proportion would appear in the report. The system of local organisation lent itself to friendly rivalry between the various local committees. Since the street collection was given up, the Fund had actually increased, and he would make a special appeal to the working men not to relax their efforts. Sir James Crichton Browne, who was greeted with enthusiasm, supported the resolution, and speaking on behalf of the National Society for the Prevention of Tuberculosis, advocated the co-operation of the Hospital Saturday Fund in its work.
Mr. Acland warmly supported Sir James Crichton Browne's proposals, and moved a vote of thanks to him for his address, after which the meeting terminated.
